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Schmidt Science Fellowships

Internal Call for Applications (2027 Cohort)

Overview of the Fellowship

Schmidt Science Fellows is an initiative of Schmidt Sciences, delivered in partnership with the
Rhodes Trust.

Tohoku University has been invited to serve as a Schmidt Science Fellows Nominating Partner
University for the forthcoming competition, which is scheduled to launch in early 2026 for the 2027
cohort. Accordingly, Tohoku University invites internal applications for nomination to the Schmidt
Science Fellows Program—an internationally distinguished and highly competitive postdoctoral
fellowship that supports exceptional early-career scientists undertaking a substantive
interdisciplinary pivot.

The program enables fellows to pursue postdoctoral research in a discipline within the Natural
Sciences (Astronomy, Biology, Chemistry, Earth Sciences and Physics), Engineering,
Mathematics, Computing, that is clearly distinct from their doctoral field. Through its
leadership curriculum, global convening, and international network, the program prepares fellows to
become future scientific leaders capable of addressing complex global challenges.

Tohoku University is allocated a limited number of nomination slots. The Center for Promoting
Graduate Studies of the Advanced Graduate School will conduct an internal selection to identify the
most competitive candidates.

Further details about the fellowship are provided on the Schmidt Science Fellows website.

The Fellowship Experience

The fellowship enables the world’s best emerging scientists to pivot from their PhD discipline and
pursue their goals through bold interdisciplinary research.
Placement: Fellows pursue a postdoctoral placement at a world-class research environment that
provides optimal support to develop their interdisciplinary science.
Community: Fellows join the vibrant, lifelong community at the heart of Schmidt Science Fellows,
where they find the resilience, support, collaboration, and constructive challenge essential for
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success.
Mentoring: Fellows benefit from one-to-one mentoring with the experienced and internationally
accomplished senior interdisciplinary scientists who make up our Academic Council.

Leadership: Fellows accelerate their personal and professional development through our bespoke
Science Leadership Program. They will build the skills, experience, and networks necessary to

become interdisciplinary science leaders.

Our Fellows are trailblazers, harnessing the potential of interdisciplinary science to accelerate

discovery. For more information, please see the following links:

(I Schmidt Science Fellows: Science Needs to Change

@ Fellowship Research Placement
@ Who is a Schmidt Science Fellow?

The Fellowship Benefits

e Stipend: Receive a personal stipend of US$110,000 per year for up to two years of
postdoctoral study in a different area from their PhD, at any approved location worldwide.
e Leadership Program: Build a global network through the Science Leadership Program, a

bespoke professional development curriculum delivered across three week-long residential
convenings and a rich set of virtual offerings.

¢ Mentorship: Benefit from personalized mentoring delivered by experienced international
interdisciplinary science leaders to develop as scientific and societal thought leaders.

¢  Community: Join a lifelong community of exemplary interdisciplinary scientists.

o Scientific freedom: Receive unique scientific freedom to pursue ambitious research goals,
take risks, and have bold ideas.

Applicant Profile

e Brilliant minds in natural sciences, math, engineering, and computing with a commitment to
interdisciplinary science.

o Curious and creative scientists who are interested in broadening their horizons by pivoting
away from their PhD research area and pursuing a challenging and rewarding period of study
in an alternative research discipline with world-leading scientists.

o Academically excellent, risk-positive, early-career researchers who can demonstrate a
commitment to ambitious, high-impact science.
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e Future leaders with the potential and character to lead teams and unlock transformative
discoveries in the future.

¢ Talented individuals from a wide range of scientific disciplines who are motivated to increase
the potential for interdisciplinary collaboration.

Eliqgibility

Applicants must be PhD students enrolled at Tohoku University (of any nationality) and possess
sufficient English proficiency to conduct research and to participate fully in all aspects of the
Schmidt Science Fellows selection process and program activities. To be eligible for nomination
from Tohoku University, applicants must meet all the following requirements:

1. Field of Study

Applicants must be conducting PhD research in one of the following areas:
e Natural Sciences (Astronomy, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Earth Sciences)
e Engineering
¢ Mathematics
e Computing
Please note that the following applicants are typically not eligible for this program:
e Individuals on clinical track MD-PhD or veterinary-PhD programs.
e PhD students in social and political science or economics.

e Applications proposing a pivot into social or political science, or economics.

2. PhD Completion Period

Complete all the requirements for the conferral of your PhD, including a successful defense,
between May 1, 2026 and June 30, 2027 (September 2026 / March 2027 in Japan).

Note: Applicants who have completed or are completing their PhD at another university cannot be
included in Tohoku University’s nomination quota for the Schmidt Science Fellows Program.

3. Availability for the Fellowship
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Applicants must be able to:
o Start the fellowship in July 2027 or October 2027
e Participate in:

o Virtual onboarding activities (April 2027 — July 2028)

o In-person convenings (from October 2027)

Refer to the Schmidt Science Fellows FAQ for eligibility FAQs.

Application

The Schmidt Science Fellows Program is committed to providing equal opportunities for all
candidates. Applications are encouraged from individuals regardless of age, disability, gender,
gender identity, gender reassignment, sexual orientation, pregnancy or maternity, parental status,
marital or civil partnership status, race, color, ethnic or national origin, nationality, religion, or belief.

Applicants are required to complete the Google Form. Please review all entries carefully prior to
submission, as applications cannot be edited once submitted. Applicants are advised to ensure that
all required information listed below has been prepared before applying. Following submission, the
Center for Promoting Graduate Studies of the Advanced Graduate School will conduct an initial
document screening based on the submitted materials.

At the internal selection stage, the following application materials are generally expected to be
prepared in English; however, submissions in Japanese will also be accepted. Please note that all

stages of the Schmidt Science Fellows selection process, as well as all research activities

conducted during the Fellowship, are carried out exclusively in English.

There is no designated application format. Applicants are required to submit a single document in
free format via the Google Form by Friday, April 3, 2026, at 12:00 p.m.; no extensions will be
granted.

1. Curriculum Vitae (no page limit): Including academic history, a list of research
achievements, including publications (indicating whether each publication is peer-reviewed
and providing journal impact factors where available), and any leadership positions or
community service.

2. A brief description of your PhD research and highlights (max 2 pages) which includes
the following elements:


https://schmidtsciencefellows.org/selection/faq/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdd7n9VHx12Ndgcxh-S7q8fegH_CBD9NN4tzIdvGsS5q0HNVQ/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdd7n9VHx12Ndgcxh-S7q8fegH_CBD9NN4tzIdvGsS5q0HNVQ/viewform?usp=header
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(1) Summarize main aims and outcomes;

(2) Make your individual contributions clear;

(3) Emphasize aspects of your PhD work that are particularly exciting and innovative;

(4) Highlight any outputs that you believe may have significant impact. (e.g. book chapters,
patents, software, data, but NOT poster presentations or copies of your previous dissertations).
*Page 1:(1)~(3): Page 2:(4)

Personal Statement (max 1 page): Outlining your motivation for the program and your
potential as a science leader, including:

(1) Why you wish to apply for the Schmidt Science Fellowships;

(2) The disciplinary pivot from your PhD work;

(3) What you wish to achieve with a Schmidt Fellowship, including new skills you would intend

to gain.

Research Proposal (max 2 pages): Interdisciplinary Pivot (as defined by Schmidt)
* It needs to be understandable to a panel of scientists from a range of fields.

(1) The proposed pivot should illustrate the applicant’s freedom to pursue an ambitious
research direction. It should enable the achievement of a scientific objective that cannot be
realized within the applicant’s current research path, thereby addressing a scientific challenge
through alternative methodologies or perspectives.

(2) The description must include:

i. A statement of the hypothesis and research objectives;

ii. Evidence of sufficient understanding of the new field;

iii. A clear articulation of the innovative elements;

iv. Consideration of both overarching, long-term goals and the practical constraints of a 12—-24
month fellowship;

v. Ildentification of the new tools, methods, and skills to be acquired;

vi. A justification of how the proposal constitutes a disciplinary shift and represents a genuine
pivot;

vii. A discussion of potential short-term and long-term impacts.

Options for Placement (max 1 page): Three short outlines of potential labs in which you

may carry out this research.
(1) Note that you do not have to contact the labs or secure a position at this time.

(2) The options you present are not final and binding.

Recommendation Letter (max 1 page): Applicants are required to submit a one-page
recommendation letter from your current PhD supervisor, addressing the applicant’s
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intellectual ability, research accomplishments, leadership potential, and future career

trajectory.

7. Additional Confirmations (no page limit)

e English Language Skills: If you have any English proficiency test score reports or
certificates, please submit them. If you do not have any, please ask your supervisor to
include a comment on your English language proficiency in the recommendation letter.

e Any other supporting evidence that may strengthen your competitiveness.

Nomination Process

o Selection process: Conducted by the Center for Promoting Graduate Studies
¢ Administrative checks
¢ Nominee notification: Nominees will be notified on or around Tuesday, May 12, 2026

Selected nominees must enter their preliminary information by June 1, 2026, and complete

the application form and submit their full application materials by the application deadline of July
13, 2026. Please note that the full application materials are more extensive than those required for
the internal application. A sample application can be found here.

*Please note that being nominated by Tohoku University does not guarantee selection as a
Schmidt Science Fellow. All nominees must undergo the official selection process conducted by
the Schmidt Science program, and only those who successfully pass this process will be appointed
as Schmidt Science Fellows.

Subsequent Stages of the Selection Process

¢ Candidates nominated by Tohoku University will be provided with an authorization code
issued by Schmidt Science Fellows, enabling access to the online application system.

e The registration period will be open from May 19 through June 1, 2026, and all
application materials must be submitted by July 13, 2026.

e  Schmidt Science Fellows will conduct academic reviews from August to October
2026, with shortlisted candidates invited to online interviews in January 2027.

¢ Final award decisions will be announced in April 2027, followed by the global
placement process between July and October 2027.
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Please refer to the timeline and essential information below for further details regarding the
official selection process.

&3, SCHMIDT
Q% SCIENCE FELLOWS

Timeline

May 19 - June 1,2026 | Preliminary Information Open: Candidates must enter
their preliminary information between May 19 and the
deadline of June 1, 2026.

Once the candidate has completed this section, they can
access the application form.

May 19 - Jul 13,2026 | Application Open: Candidates must complete the
application form and submit their full applications by the
application deadline of July 13, 2026.

Jul 13, 2026 Full Application Deadline: Candidates must submit their
full applications by July 13, 2026.
Aug - Oct, 2026 Academic Review: Expert reviewers (leading researchers

from the broad scientific discipline in which the candidate
will receive their PhD) assess submitted applications to
identify exceptional candidates for progression.

Nov 2026 Shortlisting of Finalists: Candidates will be informed about
the outcomes of Academic Review and the Final Selection
interviews will be scheduled.

Jan 2027 Final Selection Interviews: Senior figures from across
science, business, and society review applications and
interview Finalists (online).

Mar 2027 Final Decisions: Schmidt Science Fellows Board meet to
determine the 2027 Schmidt Science Fellows.
Apr 2027 Formal Announcement and Onboarding: The 2027

Schmidt Science Fellows are publicly announced. Fellows
then work together with our Academic Council to
determine the optimal host laboratory for their research
placement.

July - Oct, 2027 Fellowship Placements Begin — The 2027 Schmidt
Science Fellows start to engage with the Program team,
Academic Council mentors and other members of their
cohort, commence their research placements, and join their
first Science Leadership Meeting.




e
ruaes  Advanced Graduate School, Tohoku University

Essential Information

2% SCHMIDT
)
Q%P SCIENCE FELLOWS

The Interdisciplinary Pivot

e The shift in research focus or interdisciplinary pivot is central to our mission. It can be
categorized by change - from the PhD discipline and in the research application area
(Figure 1).

Figure 1 - Categorizing the disciplinary pivot
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Change from PhD discipline

e Proposals requiring candidates to immerse themselves fully in a new discipline from their
current expertise and to address different or broader questions than those posed during
their PhD are aligned most closely with our Program and will be valued most highly (Categories
3a & 3b).

e Proposals with less ambitious changes in discipline and application are valued less
(Category 2).

e Proposals in sub-disciplines closely related to the PhD are not acceptable, even if there is a large
change in the application area (Categories 1a and 1b).

e We do not allow proposals that represent an incremental or logical progression from the
candidate’s PhD or those which attempt to cover multiple disciplines where only a superficial
understanding of each new area is likely to be gained.

e The pivot should enable a Fellow to achieve a scientific goal that is not possible while
continuing their current course, allowing them to overcome a scientific challenge using
different approaches or perspectives.

e Please watch our animation, Your Interdisciplinary Pivot, explaining the pivot for additional



https://schmidtsciencefellows.org/selection/explainers/

e
ruaes  Advanced Graduate School, Tohoku University

guidance.
e Proposed pivots must be to the natural sciences (Astronomy, Biology, Chemistry,
Physics, and Earth Sciences), Engineering, Mathematics, or Computing or any sub-

disciplines of these subjects.
e Pivots to the social sciences are outside the scope of the Schmidt Science Fellowship.

Your nominees will be judged against the following criteria:

Intellect
' Extraordinary Achievement
@ Clear record of academic achievement of the highest quality in the

sciences and an extraordinary degree of intelligence.

Scientific Curiosity

f‘\ High degree of intellectual curiosity combined with energy and
\'/ creativity; a record of continuous innovation and/or use of new
technologies.

Programmatic Fit

Alignment with the Program

different from your PhD discipline. A belief that interdisciplinary science
and taking appropriate scientific risks are important components of
v discovery.

@ Commitment to pursuing a year or more of postdoctoral study in a field

Collaborative Spirit

e Value the power of bringing people and perspectives together and have
a track-record of effective collaboration with diverse team members.

Leadership
Character and Leadership
[ ] Genuine and demonstrable potential for science leadership;
4‘ perseverance, a moral compass, and a galvanizing force of personality.

Global Ambition for Social Good

W
|‘? 5 Driven by the need to use your talent to make a positive difference in
\S J society and the world.

Visit https://schmidtsciencefellows.org/fellows/fellow-directory/ to see more fellow profiles.

Inquiry

Center for Promoting Graduate Studies, Advanced Graduate School, Tohoku University
Faculty Contact: (1) Rui Zhang, Ph.D. (2) Ryosuke Kajita, Ph.D.
Email: ags-gradstudies@grp.tohoku.ac.jp
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